310                      THE   STORY   OF   THE   PACIFIC

their glamour, and in a world gone glamour-mad they felt
that they were doing something of great importance.

Within a surprisingly short space of time they became the
subjects of a new sort of fiction that gained tremendous popu-
larity. Thirty years later the cinema discovered them, and
thereupon the Pacific Ocean became a back-drop for the cellu-
loid activities of Hollywood. In this way the Pacific Ocean
brought itself for a third and last time to the attention of the
Western world. But on this occasion many of the natives
must have smiled a smile of profound satisfaction, and while
watching the antics of the White Man they must have whis-
pered to one another, " Behold! At last we have our revenge 1
They destroyed us. Now we destroy them, and the gods of
the mountains can be contented."

And now, coming to the end of my little talc, I wonder
what surprises this unpredictable ocean still holds in store for
us, and what the result will be of that terrible chess-game now
being played among its islands and atolls by the powerful*
nations of Asia and Europe. One and all, they are intent upon
acquiring new naval bases, new air bases, new army stations,
so that at some future date they may take possession of the
rich mineral treasures of the Netherlands East Indies, of the
unoccupied territories of Australia, or, for that matter (for
Asia to-day is proving very strong), of the unlimited wealth
of the United States of America.

I wonder. I have my fears and apprehensions, but I do not
know. And, anyway, all I had set out to do was to tell you
how the Pacific happened to be discovered.

That task has now been performed. And here my little
book comes to an end, while I wish you pleasanter dreams
man those of the author.